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PREFACE 

The  previous  volumes  of  the  Harvard  Oriental  Series  have  dealt  ex- 
clusively with  the  Indian  tradition.  They  have  included  texts  in  the  San- 
skrit, Pali  and  Parkrit  languages,  translations  from  those  languages, 
and  studies  based  on  materials  which  either  were  produced  in  India  or 
owe  much  to  Indian  prototyj^es.  Despite  this  past  practice  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  terms  of  the  founding  of  the  Series  nor  in  the  intentions  of  its 
founders  that  would  limit  the  Series  to  only  one  area  of  Asia.  Accordingly, 
when  the  Guggenheim  Foundation  some  years  ago  offered  to  subsidize 
the  publication  of  a  Persian  history  of  Nishapur,  as  edited  by  Professor 
Frye,  I  gladly  agreed  to  include  Professor  Frj^es  work  in  the  Harvard 
Oriental  Series. 

To  the  Persian  History  of  Nishapur  Professor  Frye  has  now  added  two 
brief  Arabic  works  dealing  with  the  same  city.  The  three  works  together 
furnish  much  information  that  has  hitherto  been  unknown  concerning 
the  buildings  and  inliabitants  of  one  of  the  greatest  cities  of  Iran  in 
medieval  times. 

The  publication  of  this  work  represents  a  new  departure  for  the  Har- 
vard Oriental  Series.  I  trust  that  this  volume  will  be  welcomed  by  the 
former  readers  and  users  of  the  Series  as  heartily  as  it  is  by  me. 

Daniel  H.  H.  Ingalls 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

When  a  reader  sees  a  book  title  on  the  history  of  a  certain  city,  he  usually 
thinks  that  such  a  work  tells  of  the  foundation  of  the  city,  and  of  pohtical, 
economic  and  social  events  connected  with  the  history  of  the  city.  In  the 
Islamic  world,  however,  this  would  be  exceptional,  since  the  vast  majority 
of  city  histories  are  little  more  than  collected  biographies  of  religious 
leaders  and  learned  men  who  lived  in  the  city.  Most  of  the  city  or  local 
chronicles  in  Arabic  or  Persian  are  rather  tedious  catalogues  of  prominent 
inhabitants  with  emphasis  on  their  pious  deeds,  pronouncements,  or 
writings.  As  such,  they  provide  valuable  information  for  the  specialist  on 
biography,  but  for  the  general  historian  of  the  Islamic  world  their  worth 
seems  small.  It  is  not  surpising,  then,  that  many  local  chronicles  remain 
unpublished.  It  became  a  fixed  style  in  such  works  to  arrange  the  bio- 
graphical materials  in  tabaqdt  or  "classes",  for  convenience  of  reference.^ 
Exceptions  to  this  are  rare,  for  example,  the  history  of  Isfahan,  in  which 
the  biographies  are  arranged  alphabetically. ^ 

While  the  foregoing  characterization  of  the  local  histories  of  the  Islamic 
world  is  substantially  correct,  nonetheless  here  and  there  amidst  the  bio- 
graphical data  one  may  find  odd  bits  of  interesting  information.  The 
history  of  ancient  and  medieval  Iran  is  not  at  all  well  known,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  many  scraps  of  information  and  even  words,  after  study,  can 
have  an  importance  exceeding  the  apparent  meaning  of  a  first  reading. 
Consequently,  even  the  biographical  histories  of  localities  in  the  Islamic 
world  deserve  study  for  information  other  than  biographical. 

In  the  course  of  centuries  some  localities  had  a  whole  series  of  histories, 
but  almost  invariably  the  later  works  were  based  upon  the  earlier,  with 
the  same  style  and  pattern.  In  this  way,  information  given  by  earlier 
authors,  whose  books  have  not  survived,  is  preserved  in  later  histories.^ 
Thus  even  works  of  a  much  later  date  may  be  of  value  for  the  earlier 
history  of  a  given  locality,  especially  in  the  biographies 

*  See  the  discussion  on  local  histories  in  F.  Rosenthal,  A  History  of  Muslim 
Historigraphy  (Leiden,  1952),  130-149.  Cf.  H.  A.R.  Gibb,  "Islamic  Biographical 
Literature,"  and  A.  K.  S.  Lambton,  "Persian  Biographical  Literature,"  in  B.  Lewis, 
editor,  Historians  of  the  Middle  East  (London,  1962),  54-8;   141-151. 

2  Ed.  S.  Dedering,  Kitab  Dhikr  Akhbar  Isbahan  (Leiden,  1931),  2  vols. 

'  See,  for  example,  the  transmission  of  Narshakhi's  History  of  Bukhara  through 
several  emendations  and  a  translation:  R.  N.  Fiye,  trans.  The  History  of  Bukhara 
(Cambridge,  Mass.,  1954),  xii.  This  history,  unlike  most,  is  devoted  mainly  to 
geography  and  political  events. 
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In  Iran,  provincial  pride  and  loyalty  have  been  prominent  throughout 
history,  and  we  may  ask  whether  Persian  local  historiography  arose  in  the 
golden  age  of  the  'Abbasids  under  the  influence  of  the  Arabs  and  of  tra- 
ditions of  history  \mting  outside  of  Iran.  There  is  no  evidence  for  a  large 
historical  literature  in  Middle  Persian,  and  certainly  the  great  number 
of  historical  and  geographical  WTitings  by  Muslim  Persians  in  the  Arabic 
language,  especially  in  the  time  of  the  'Abbasid  caliphate,  would  indicate 
a  sudden  birth  of  a  new  tradition  in  Iran.  On  the  other  hand,  we  do  have 
two  Pahlavi  texts,  on  the  Wonders  of  Seistan  and  the  Cities  of  Iran,  which 
would  point  to  the  existence  of  another  tradition  from  Sasanian  times.* 
Unfortunately,  there  is  too  little  evidence  to  come  to  any  conclusion 
about  a  pre-Islamic  tradition  of  local  history,  and  the  themes  of  Persian 
epic  Kterature  dominate  the  non-religious  literature  of  pre-Islamic  Iran. 
We  may  leave  aside,  however,  such  general  questions  difficult  of  solution, 
and  turn  to  the  subject  of  the  present  book. 

Nishapur  was  a  city  which  shifted  its  geographical  position  throughout 
the  centuries,  and  like  present-day  Balkh,  the  plain  of  Nishapur  has  many 
mounds  attesting  to  a  long  and  populous  habitation.  It  is  fairly  certain 
that  the  Sasanian  settlement  of  Nishapur  was  on  a  different  site  than  the 
medieval  Islamic  city.  We  cannot  identify  Nishapur  with  any  site  men- 
tioned by  classical  authors  before  the  Sasanian  era,  but  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  assume  that  there  had  been  several  towns,  if  not  one  metropolis, 
in  the  district.  It  is  possible  that  the  main  east- west  trade  route  ran  north 
of  the  Elburz  mountains  in  pre-Sasanian  times  as  the  Parthian  Stations  of 
Isidore  of  Charax  would  indicate.^  Most  Arabic  and  Persian  sources  ascribe 
the  founding  of  Nishapur  to  Shapur  I  {ca.  240-272  a.d.),  or  less  probably 
to  Shapur  II  (307-379  a.d.),^  and  it  would  seem  that  the  name  is  derived 
from  an  appelation  of  the  king  nev  sahpuhr,  for  the  actual  form  [ny]wfbwr 
can  be  restored  in  a  Parthian  Manichaean  fragment  which  may  be  the 
oldest  occurence  of  the  name.'  Another  name  for  the  city  was  Aparshahr 

*  Both  of  these  Pahlavi  "geographical"  works  are  unlike  Arabic  counterparts, 
and  the  panegj^ric  style  of  the  former  may  have  influenced  some  local  histories  in 
Persian.  Cf.  J.  C.  Tavadia,  Die  Mittelpersische  Sprache  und  Literatur  der  Zaratlm- 
strier  (Leipzig,  1956),  141. 

5  Text  and  translation  by  W.  H.  Schoff,  Parthian  Stations  (Philadelphia,  1914). 
11,  12.  The  Latest  edition  is  in  F.  Jacoby,  Die  Fragmente  der  griechischen  Histo- 
riker,  IIIc  (Leiden  1958)  777-782,  No.  781.  Parthaunisa  probably  is  to  be  identi- 
fied with  Nisa  (Mithradatkirt  ?)  near  modern  Ashkabad  rather  than  with  Nishapur. 

«  The  material  has  been  collected  by  J.  Marquart,  Eransahr  (Berlin,  1901),  74, 
and  his  A  Catalogue  of  the  Provincial  Capitals  of  Eranshahr  (Rome,  1931),  52.  The 
Persian  History  of  Nishapur  reproduced  below  says  that  Shapur  II  built  the  an- 
cient city  in  the  vicinity  of  an  older  fortress  or  citadel  (folio  57  b). 

•^  W.  B.  Henning,  "Mitteliraniseh",  in  B.  Si)iilrr,  ed.,  Handbuch  der  Orienta- 
listik,  IV  (Leiden,  1958),  95. 
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or  Abarshahr,  which  is  found  in  both  Armenian  and  Arabic  texts,  and  on 
Arab-Sasanian  coins  of  the  Umayyad  period.  This  designation  may  well 
have  been  given  to  the  Nishapur  area  as  the  center  of  the  old  'Upper 
countries'  or  the  'Upper  satrapies',  of  the  Parthians,  Seleucids,  or  even 
Achaemenids  (cf.  Henning,  loc.  cit.).  A  confusion  of  the  name  Aparshahr 
with  'land  of  the  Aparni',  the  ruling  Parthian  tribe,  is  also  possible, 
though  by  no  means  certain. 

In  any  case,  the  importance  which  Nishapur  held  in  Sasanian  times 
was  enhanced  manyfold  when  it  became  the  capital  of  the  Tahirids  in  the 
ninth  century  a.d.  and  a  great  entrepot  of  trade  in  the  Middle  Ages.  The 
histories  of  Nishapur  reproduced  below  refer  to  this  golden  age  of  the  city 
before  the  Mongol  conquest.  For  after  the  Mongols  the  city  lost  its  im- 
portance, and  today  the  chief  city  of  Persian  Khurasan  is  Meshhed. 


II.  THE  TEXTS 

The  three  manuscripts  reproduced  here  are  unica;  that  is,  they  are  not  ^ 
the  same  text  with  variant  readings.  On  the  other  hand,  all  three  are 
based  upon  a  common  source,  the  Arabic  History  of  Nishapur  in  six, 
eight,  or  twelve  volumes  by  Muhammad  b.  'Abdallah  al- Hakim  al-Nlsa- 
buri  b.  al-Bayyi'  who  died  in  405/1014.^  Sam'anl  in  his  Kitdb  al-ansah, 
gives  a  lengthy  biography  of  him,  and  other  writings  of  his  have  survi- 
ved.^ The  history  of  Nishapur  by  al-Hakim  al-Bayyi*  was  extensively 
used  by  Sam'ani,  Yaqut  and  others. i** 

From  this  original  work,  which  is  not  known  to  have  survived,  at  least 
two  books  in  Arabic  took  their  origin.  The^first  was  a  much  condensed 
History  of  Nishapur  which  apparently  has  not  survived,  except  in  exerpts 
in  a  "Persian  version".  This  "Persian  version"  based  on  the  lost  Arabic 
book  has  survived  and  it  is  reproduced  here.  In  fact,  however,  this 
"Persian  version",  as  we  see  below,  is  mostly  in  Arabic,  which  part  of  the 
text,  presumably,  is  reproduced  from  the  lost  Arabic  condensed  History  of  ^^ 
Nishapur.  The  second  Arabic  book  was  entitled  Kitdb  al-siydq  li-td*ri1ch 
Nisdbur  by  'Abd  al-Ghafir  b.  Isma'il  al-Farisi,  who  died  529/1134.  The 
second  part  of  this  book  is  preserved  in  a  unique  ms.  in  Ankara,  and  it  too 
is  reproduced  below.  The  entire  book  was  epitomized  by  a  certain  Ibrahim 
b.  Muhammad  al-Sarifini,  who  died  641/1243.  A  manuscript  of  this  work, 
seemingly  copied  by  Sarlflnl  himself  in  622/1225,  is  preserved  in  Istanbul, 
and  it  is  the  third  text  reproduced  here.  Let  us  turn  to  a  more  detailed 
description  of  each  manuscript. 

1.  Kitdb  ahvdl-i  Nishdpur,  Bursa  Central  Manuscript  Library,  Hiiseyn 
^elebi,  Tarih  18,  25  X  17  cm.,  74  folios,  21  lines  to  the  page,  bound  in  red 
leather,  written  in  Turkish  naskhl  script,  and  undated  (15th  century  a.d. 
or  later).ii  On  folio  69b  the  name  of  the  epitomizer  or  less  likely  the  trans- 

8  Cf.  H.  Ritter,  "Philologika  XIII",  Oriens,  3  (1950),  72,  and  Rosenthal,  op.  cit., 
405.  The  number  of  volumes  varies  in  the  sources.  See  also  W.  Barthold,  Turkestan 
(London,  1928),  IG. 

9  Sam'ani  (Gibh  Memorial  Series,  London,  1912,)  99b  and  574a.  For  his  other 
works  see  C.  Broekelmann,  Geschic/ite  der  arabischen  Litteratur,  I  (Leiden,  1898), 
166;  2nded.  (1943),  175. 

1"  In  addition  to  the  references  in  Rosenthal,  op.  cit.,  39  (Ta'rikh  Baghdad,  V, 
474)  I  may  refer  to  Yaqut,  ed.  F.  Wustenfeld,  3  (Leipzig,  1873),  228,  while  Ritter, 
loc.  cit.  refers  to  Subki  and  Sam'anl. 

^1  The  full  classification  of  the  manuscri])t  as  I  learned  when  in  Bursa  in  1958  is 
Hu8eyin(,-elebi  Kitapligi  (Fihrist  3)  Orhan  (I\.utui)hanesi)  Haracloglu  (lenel  nr.  778, 
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lator  from  Arabic  to  Persian,  is  mentioned:  al-Khalifa  al-Nisaburi.  This 
may  be  the  same  person  as  Muhammad  b.  al-Husain,  mentioned  in  various 
places  in  the  ms.  The  manuscript  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  part, 
to  folio  57a,  is  little  more  than  a  list  of  learned  men  from  Nishapur,  a  kind 
of  "street  guide".  The  first  eight  folios,  to  the  bottom  of  8b,  are  in 
Persian.  They  are  concerned  with  anecdotes  about  Salman  -i  FarsI  and 
various  traditions  of  the  Prophet  relating  to  Persians  (2b-3b);  further 
with  the  "Companions"  of  the  Prophet  who  came  to  Nishapur  (4a-6b), 
and  finally  illustrious  religious  leaders  who  came  to  Nishapur  (to  8b). 
Then  follows  in  Arabic  a  list  of  names  of  the  descendants  of  the  "Com- 
panions", in  the  fourth  century  of  the  Hegira,  who  were  from  Nishapur. 
Several  Arabic  poems  by  Mansiir  b.  Talha  b.  Tahir,  brother  of  the  amir 
'Abdallah  Tahir,  one  in  praise  of  the  Caliph  al-Wathiq  (842-847  a.d.),  are 
found  on  folio  17a.  From  foho  8b  to  57a  the  text  is  in  Arabic.  On  foUo  18b 
begins  the  "fifth  tabaqa  on  the  learned  men  of  Nishapur,"  and  from  folio 
29a  the  sixth  tabaqa,  which  extends  to  folio  57a  where  the  second  part  of 
the  manuscript  begins. 

Amidst  the  list  of  personal  names  one  finds  many  village  names  from 
the  vicinity  of  Nishapur,  as  well  as  the  names  of  quarters  of  the  city. 
Here  and  there  appear  lines  of  Arabic  poetry,  but  especially  noteworthy  is 
the  long  poem,  unfortunately  corrupt  on  folio  49a.  The  epitomizer  of  the 
work  on  several  occasions  quotes  al- Hakim  al-Imam  Abu  'Abdallah  al- 
Hafiz  al-Nisaburi  (e.g.  folios  36a,  54b,  56b),  who  is  no  doubt  the  original 
author,  Ibn  al-Bayyi*,  noted  above.  We  may  conclude  that  some  of  the 
original  text  of  al-Bayyi*  is  preserved  in  our  manuscript. 

The  second  part  of  the  manuscript  (to  folio  72a)  is  in  Persian.  From 
folio  57a  to  59b  we  find  rather  brief  accounts  of  the  building  of  the  moat, 
the  ancient  city  of  Nishapur,  and  mention  of  the  villages  around  Nishapur. 
Fohos  59b  to  62b  contain  a  narrative  of  the  conquest  of  Nishapur  by  the 
Arabs,  which  I  have  discussed  elsewhere. ^^ 

There  follows  (62b-66a)  a  third  section  of  the  second  part  of  the  book 
on  the  noteworthy  sights  of  the  city,  which  is  really  just  a  listing  of  the 
quarters  of  the  city,  the  canals  and  some  buildings.  A  fourth  section 
(66a-66b)  lists  the  important  districts  in  Khurasan  near  Nishapur.  Then 
follows  a  section  on  the  grand  mosque  of  Nishapur  (66b-72a),  including 


hususi  nr.  18.  I  do  not  known  the  present  status  or  classification  of  the  manuscript. 
The  manuscript  was  first  described  by  K.  Siissheim,  "Aus  anatolischen  Biblio- 
theken,"  Beitrdge  zur  Kenntnis  des  Orients,  7  (Halle,  1909).  81.  The  most  recent 
description  is  by  H.  Ritter,  loc.  cit. 

^^  "City  Chi'onicles  of  Central  Asia  and  Khurasan",  Zeki  Velidi  Togan'a  Armagan 
(Istanbul,  1955),  407. 
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a  list  of  the  squares  of  the  city,  graves  of  notables,  and  names  of  shaykhs 
and  scholars,  some  duplicated  in  the  first  part  of  the  book.  From  folio  72a 
to  the  end  is  a  dhail  (supplement)  arranged  in  several  tabaqdt,  and  con- 
taining a  list  of  prominent  Sufis  with  dates  of  their  deaths,  taken  from 
the  Tabaqdt  of  al-Sulaml.  The  list  given  by  our  manuscript  is  almost 
identical  with  the  list  in  the  printed  edition,  with  some  omissions. ^^  Our 
manuscript  then  is  an  eclectic  work  put  together  in  the  ninth  century  of 
the  Hegira,  or  later,  since  the  latest  date  given  in  the  text  is  832/1428 
(foHo  64a).  Furthermore  the  copyist  or  redactor  quotes  a  verse  of  Jalal 
al-din  RumI  (1207-1273  a.d.)  on  folio  61a:  an  joj-i  musulmdn.  Cf.  Ritter, 
op.  cit.  73. 

The  text  is  replete  with  errors  and  inconsistencies  in  writing.  For  ex- 
ample, the  name  of  the  city  of  Nishapur  (and  7iisbe  relating  to  it)  is  vari- 
ously written:  jy\^  jy.^  jy\^-  The  Arabic  poetry  is  invariably  full  of 
errors.  Regarding  the  Arabic  in  the  manuscript,  one  finds  eg.  \\j^  for 
Aflc'^t'  o_^  fors_jU:  sl_jL«»  for  sM^:  J^Vl  for  Jj"^!:  sl^^lS  for  sLaill^ls  (e.g. 
folios  38a,  40a,  42a  et  passim)  and  others  form  of  bastard  Arabic.  The 
Persian,  as  might  be  expected,  has  forms  such  as  ?^y>  and  wC;T  for  4>.^* 
and  A^  I ,  but  quite  inconsistently. 

Of  certain  interest  are  the  diminuitive  forms  of  names  in  the  book.  For 
example,  the  form  Ju^  for  o^  occurs  not  infrequently  (folio  9a  et 
passim)  which  may  have  been  a  specialty  of  the  district  of  Nishapur.  Also 
one  finds  (e.g.  folio  31a)  4,^  for  a^.  Many  forms  with  final  S  such  as 
iJ^Ut.-,!  (39b)  and  Sl^>.  (30b)  appear  in  the  text.  A  curious  name  which 
appears  several  times  is  J>jJ^j^  (e.g.  41b)  'four-footed  racer'.  The  frequent 
appellation  attached  to  a  man's  name  ^j\^^  (e.g.  71a)  would  indicate  a 
strong  Sufi  movement  in  Nishapur  from  early  Islamic  times. 

Various  historical  data  from  the  ms.  have  been  mentioned  in  my 
article  in  the  Zeki  Velidi  volume,  with  several  additions  in  a  Persian 
article.^'*  To  those  remarks  I  should  like  to  add  two  names  of  interest.  In 
folio  28b  we  have  a  certain  Yiisuf  b.  Musa  b.  'Abdallah  b.  Khalid  b. 
Jamiik  who  died  in  Merv  al-Rud  in  296/908.  I  believe  the  name  Jamuk 
is  to  be  related  to  the  pre-Islamic  Iranian  title  borrowed  by  the  Turks  as 
yabyii,  for  which  see  my  article  in  Oriens}^  Also  in  folio  39b  we  find  the 
genealogy  of  the  DivastT  of  Mt.  Mug,  Panjikant  fame.^^  Here  we  have^ 

"  See  J.  Podorsen,  ed.,  Kitah  Tabaqdt  al-Sufiyya  of  Abu  'Abd  al-Rahman  al- 
Sulami  (Leiden,  1960). 

'*  "Ta'rikh-i  Nisapur",  Farhang-i  IranZamm,4:  (Tehran,  1954),  347-362, esp.  362. 

1^  "Some  Early  Iranian  Titles",  Oriens,  15  (1962),  356. 

^^  The  Sogdian  documents  and  thc^  Arabic  letter  from  Mt.  Mug  were  first  publish- 
ed in  A.  A.  Freiman  and  J.  Kraclikovskii,  Sogdiiskii  Sbornik  (Leningrad,  1934), 
and  since  then  much  lias  been  written  about  them. 
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Mikal  who  was  b.  al-Wajid  b.  Jibra'il  b.  al-Qasim  b.  Bakr  b.  DlwastI  who 
was  sur  al-Mahk  b.  sur  b.  sur  b.  sur,  four  kings,  b.  Firuz  b.  Yazdajird  b. 
Bahrain  Jur.  I  am  still  puzzled  by  sur  '-^  cur.^~  For  remarks  on  Bahman 
Karlmi's  edition  of  this  text  see  below. 

2.  The  second  manuscript,  in  Arabic,  is  based  on  a  continuation  of  al- 
Hakim's  History  of  Nishapur  by  a  certain  *Abd  al-Ghafir  b.  Isma'il  al- 
FarisI  (compare  f .  6b  of  the  manuscript)  who  was  also  a  well-known  author 
and  scholar  fromNishapur  who  died  529/1 134.^^  This  book  was  called  A'^Vafc 
al-siydq  li-ta^rlkh  Nisdbur  and  the  second  part  of  it  has  been  preserved 
in  a  unique  ms.  in  Ankara  in  the  Dil  ve  Tarih  Fakliltesi  library.  The  old 
classification  was  Ismail  Saib  1544. 

The  manuscript  is  23  X  16  cm.,  98  leaves  of  brown  paper,  21  lines  to 
the  page.  The  ink  is  brown  with  red  titles  and  the  manuscript  is  bound 
in  Turkish  leather  (Cf .  Ritter,  loc.  cit.),  and  it  is  undated. 

The  opening  sentence  gives  the  name  of  the  transmitter  of  the  book, 
perhaps  to  be  read  as  al-  Qasanl : 

JLUI   J^^j^   Jl     -J,   Ju^Z^\   J^  y)  Jii-I  A-.~)l   I'jU-l 

The  book  immediately  starts  with  a  tabaqa  dealing  with  names  in  al- 
Hasan  which  indicates  that  we  have  only  the  second  volume.  The  script 
is  unfortunately  almost  obliterated  in  places  making  reconstructions 
difficult  while  notes  added  to  the  side  are  at  times  illegible. 

The  biographies  are  arranged  alphabetically  but  under  each  name 
there  are  frequently  three  tabaqdt  or  subdivisions.  A  table  of  contents  of 
the  various  names  rather  than  a  complete  index  is  given  below  (the  first 
name  only  is  given,  following  the  manuscript). 

al-Hasan  to  folio  8a  al-Khalil  18  b 

al-Husain  begins  on  8  a  Da'ud  19  a 

Hamza  12b  Da'I  19  a 

Hamid  14  a  Dilaram  19  b 

Hanbal  14b  Durdane  (a  woman)  19  b 

Hatim  14  b  Dhu'1-Nun  19b 

Hassan  15a  RadI  20a 

Hurrah  (a  woman)  18  a  Rijh  20  a 

al-Jalil  18  a  Rabi'a  20  a 

^'  The  only  suggestion  I  can  make  is  to  compare  this  title  with  the  hereditary 
title  car  in  Old  Turkish,  and  also,  apparently,  in  Transoxiana.  Cf.  AV.  Barthold, 
Turkestan  (London,  1928),  157.  The  origin  of  this  title  too  is  obscure. 

^*  Brockelmann,  op.  cit.,  I,  365  (2nd  ed.,  449),  and  Supplement,  volume  I,  623. 
See  also  M.  Weisweiler,  Istanhuler  Handschriftenstudien  zur  arabisclien  Traditions- 
literatur  (Istanbul,  1937),  115.  He  notes  that  al-Sariflni  on  the  last  page  of  his  book 
(below)  says  'Abd  al-Ghafir  ended  his  Kitab  al-siydq  in  510/1117. 
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Rizqallah  20  a 
Ruhak  (a  woman)  201) 
Zakariyya  20  b 
Zaid  20  b 
Zahir  21a 

Zahr  (a  woman)  21b 
Sa'id  21b 
Sa'd  27  a 
Sahl  27  b 
Salim  29b 
Salman  29  b 
Sitk  (a  woman)  30a 
Sa'Idah  (a  woman)  30  a 
Shu'aib  30  b 
Shah  30  b 
Sharik  30  b 
Shadi  30  b 
Shafur  30  b 
'Abdallah  31a 
'Ubaidallah  36  a 
*Abd  al-Rahman  39  b 
*Abd  al -Malik  46  b 
*Abd  al-Karim  49  a 
*Abd  al-Wahid  51a 
*Abd  al-Jabbar  53a 
*Abd  al-Hamid  53a 
*Abd  al-'AzIz  53  b 
*Abd  al-Samad  53  b 
*Abd  al-Wahhab  54  a 
*Abd  al-Razzaq  54  b 
'Abd  al-Khaliq  55  a 
*Abd  al-Wasi*  55  a 
*Abd  al-Qahir  55  a 
*Abd  al-Salam  55b 
*Abd  al-Ghafir  56  b 
*Abd  al-Majid  56  b 
*Abd  al-Ghani  56  b 
*Abd  al-BaqI  57  a 
*Abdal-Ghaffar  57  b 
*Abd  al-Fattah  57  b 
*Abd  al-Mun'im  57  b 


*Abd  al-Khaliq  57  b 

*Umar  57  b 

'Uthman  59  b 

*Ali  60  a 

'Utbah  72a 

'Ubaid  72  b 

'Abdun  72  b 

*Aqil  72b 

'Abd  72b 

al-*Ula  73a 

'Amr  73  a 

*Urwah  73a 

'Imran  73a 

*Ubaid  73b 

al-* Abbas  73b 

'Aishah  (a  woman)  73  b 

*Alij  73  b 

Ghalib  74  a 

Fadluya  74  a 

al-Fadl  74  a 

Fadlallah  74  b 

Futuh  76a 

Fatimah  (a  woman)  76a 

al-Qasm  76b 

al-Qasim  76b 

Qwhy?  77  a 

Qitadah  77a 

Kamil  77  a 

Karman  77a 

Laith  77a 

Mas  ud  77  b 

Mansur  78b 

Tahir  80  a 

Talha  80  b 

Zafir  81a 

Zarif  81a 

Zahir  81b 

'Abdallah  81b 

Shafi' 82a 

Sha'bah  82  b 

Shah  82  b 
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Shuja'  82b 
Shahfur  82  b 
Salih  83  a 
Sa'id  83  b 
Saba  83  b 
Tahir  84  a 
'Abdallah  85  a 
Sakhr  87  a 
Sa'Id  87  b 
Sadiq  87  b 
Mansur  88  a 
Mahmud  89  a 
al-Muzaffar  89  b 
al-Muhsin  90  a 
Ma'dan  90  a 
Musa  90  a 
al-Muhsin  90  b 
al-Mu'ammil  90  b 
al-Mutahhir  90  b 
al-Musayyab  91a 
al-Muhtadi  91a 


Mahdi  91a 
al-Mubarak  91a 
Malik  91b 
al-Muwaffiq  91b 
Nasir  91b 
Nasr  92  a 
al-Nu*man  93  b 
al-Nasr  93  b 
Nuh  93  b 
Najib  93  b 
Nazir  (woman)  93  b 
Wajlh  93  b 
Wasil  93  b 
Wahb  94  a 
Hibatallah  94  a 
al-Haitham  95  a 
Hnad  95  a 
Hism  95  a 
Hashim  95  b 
Yahya  95  b 
Ya'qub  97  a 


A  number  of  observations  may  be  made  about  the  text  of  this  manu- 
script. The  alphabetical  order  is  not  perfect,  and  there  are  several  bi- 
ographies out  of  i^lace,  e.g.  Tahir  and  Talha  on  folio  80,  and  another 
Tahir  on  84a.  The  Shahfur  b.  Tahir  b.  Muh,  al-lsfaraini  Abu'l-MuzafiFar 
of  30b  may  be  compared  with  Shahfur  b.  Muh.  b.  Ahmad  b.  Shahfur  al- 
Isfaralnl  Abu'l-MuzafiFar  of  82b.  On  top  of  folio  62a  an  Ibrahim  b.  Nasr 
has  slipped  into  the  'All  list.  Folios  67  and  68  have  been  damaged  by 
water. 

One  finds  frequent  mention  of  the  Seljuq  sultans  in  the  biographies. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  and  longest  of  the  biographies  is  that  of 
Hassan  b.  Sa'id  b.  Hassan  Abii  'Ali  al-Mani'i  the  great  builder  of  mosques 
and  other  buildings,  and  rival  of  Nizam  al-Mulk  under  the  great  Seljuqs. 
The  author  al-Subki  in  his  Tahaqdt  al-sdpiyya  incorporated  this  and 
many  other  biographies  from  our  book.^^  The  biographical  notice  of 


1'  I  wish  to  thank  George  Makdisi  for  calling  this  to  my  notice  and  for  giving  me 
the  additional  information  from  al-Subki.  He  tells  me  Subki  mentions  the  author 
of  the  Siydq  in  many  places  such  as  vol  3,  253;  vol.  4,  250,  line  15,  and  251  lines 
13-15.  In  vol.  4,  255,  line  3  from  bottom  Subki  gives  a  biography  of  *Abd  al- 
Ghafir  al-Farisi,  saying  he  was  bom  in  451  and  died  529. 
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*Abd  al-Malik  b.  'Abdallah  b.  Yiisuf  al-Juwaini  (d.  478)  on  folios  48a-49a 
is  used  by  al-Subki,  who  cites  *Abd  al-Gliafir  by  name  (vol.  Ill,  Cairo, 
1906,  p.  252).  On  folio  lob  line  8,  compare  the  text  with  al-Subkl  (III, 
131  lines  16-25).  In  short  we  have  in  the  present  manuscript  an  impor- 
tant biographical  source  for  later  authors. 

3.  The  third  manuscript  is  the  Muntakhab  min  kitdb  ul-siydq  li-ta?rlkh 
Nisdbur,  excerpts  from  the  preceding  book  made  by  Ibrahim  b.  Muh  al- 
Sarlflnl  (d.  641/1243).  The  manuscript  seems  to  be  a  unicum  copied  by 
the  author  himself  in  622/1225.  The  work,  preserved  in  the  Kopriilii 
library  of  Istanbul,  no.  1152,  is  the  first  part  of  a  collected  volume  well 
described  by  Weisweiler,  who  also  catalogues  the  rest  of  the  contents  of 
the  volume. 2*^  The  ms,  has  23-25  lines  to  the  page,  page  size  22.5  X  14  cm. 
in  naskhl  script  and  in  brov/n  ink.  Folios  1-1 46b  contain  the  text  re- 
produced here. 

Although  the  Muntakhab  is  an  abridgement  of  the  Kitdb  al-siydq  it  is 
reproduced  here  because:  1)  it  contains  all  of  the  biographies  of  the 
Kitdb  al-siydq  and  not  just  the  second  part,  2)  it  contains  some  material 
not  found  in  the  Kitdb  al-siydq;^^  and  finally,  3)  it  helps  greatly  with  the 
readings  of  the  former.  The  two  works  are  thus  complimentary  and 
should  both  be  reproduced  in  spite  of  overlapping.  The  interested  reader 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  collating  the  two  texts  since  the  Muntakhab 
itself  is  a  condensed  biographical  index  of  the  famous  people  of  Nishapur. 
It  is  in  alphabetical  order  except  for  "Muhammad"  at  the  beginning. 

20  Op.  cit.,  114-116. 

21  For  example  Kitdb  al-siydq  20a  does  not  have  the  entry  Uhu'l-qarnain  b. 
Muh.  b.  D.q.  b.  Ahmad  b.  Naizak  found  in  Muntakhab,  folio  04 a. 


III.  APOLOGIA 

I  had  intended  to  publish  solely  the  Persian  text  below  as  a  printed 
edition  after  Professor  Ritter  told  me  of  the  volume  which  I  copied  in 
1948.  In  1950  I  wrote  an  article  on  it  for  the  volume  in  commemoration 
of  the  sixtieth  birthday  of  Zeki  Velidi  Togan,  which  volume,  however, 
was  not  published  in  Istanbul  until  1955.  Several  problems  prevented 
the  publication  of  a  printed  edition,  which  cannot  be  related  here. 

Since  the  three  manuscripts  are  unica,  and  are  in  fairly  legible  scripts, 
and  are  also  in  general  alphabetical  arrangement  under  the  various 
tabaqdt,  I  have  reproduced  them  in  facsimile.  Scholars  interested  in  bio- 
graphy {rijdl)  will  find  them  of  value  and  interest. 

Meanwhile  the  text  of  our  first  manuscript  was  published  in  Tehran  by  Af> 
Bahman  Karlml.  This  publication  convinced  me  that  the  proper  course  of 
action  was  to  publish  all  three  texts  in  facsimile,  so  the  reader  himself 
might  have  the  sources  at  hand  to  correct  the  mistakes  of  KarimI  and  to 
use  them  for  further  work. 2- 

It  remains  to  give  a  short  review  of  Karlmi's  work.  He  corrects  or 
omits  words  indiscriminately,  but  he  has  an  index  of  the  last  part  of  the 
work  which  can  be  useful.  A  list  of  some  of  the  errors  in  Karimi's  edition 
follows : 

Kariml  Ms. 

p.  4,  line  3  phrase  omitted  after  *^  'u!>L-  ^  Sjbl  <C :>^aj^^  -L.1 

p.  10,  line  4  from  bottom  jl  J^fjl  jl  j^  jl-5^.>lj   (^'^'.r- 

p.  11,  line  7  for  ^  read  *-c 

p.  11,  last  line  for  OyjLlitll  read  .yjjLliti-l  {el  passim) 

(22  line  13) 
p.  12,  line  12  for  ^1  read  ^j\  {et  passim) 

2-  His  edition  is  entiled  Td'rikh-i  Ximbur  of  al-Hakini  Abu  'Abdaliah  Muh  b. 
'Abdullah  b.  Muh.  etc.  al-Xisapuri,  summarized  by  al-Khalifa  al-Xisaburi  (Teliran, 
1961),  43,  161,  28  pp.  The  book  contains  five  pages  regarding  the  avithor  and  trans- 
lator of  the  text,  followed  by  the  chapter  on  Khiu-asan  from  the  Persian  trans- 
lation of  the  book  of  V.  Bartold,  Istoriko-geograficeskii  Obzor  Irana  (St.  Peterburg, 
1902).  This  is  followed  by  extracts  from  Arabic  and  Persian  geographers  on  Xisha- 
pur.  No  precise  references  are  given  and  material  from  basic  Islamic  sources  and 
secondary  accounts  are  mixed  together.  Fiu-ther,  Karimi  does  not  mention  any 
previous  work  on  this  ms.  (see  my  article  in  the  Zeki-Velidi  volume).  Karimi's 
statement  (page  one  of  introduction)  that  the  Persian  text  he  has  published  dates 
from  the  end  of  the  fifth  century  of  the  Hegira  is  incorrect. 

17 
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16,  line  11  for  ^iUl  >l  Ul  read  iiUI  JaI  ^Ul 

17,  line  6  for  ^j<-^^-*-  ^^'^  read  c^j  'S^.  j^  s^ 


17,  line  9  for  ^j^  read  s.^i. 

17,  line  14  for  ^y^l  read  ^^oiJI 

18,  line  8  for  <-y>lj  read  <.^lj 

19,  line  2  for  olcu**-  read  Jl^.^ 
19,  line  4  for  Ul  ojj  read  I;  I  oj^ 


P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p.  22,  line  8  et  passim  for  a,  j-^  read  <^:^ 

p.  22,  line  9  for  Ai^^uy^  read  ^l^ii-  j^.-.^^-* 

p.  22,  line  10  for  ^y^  read  Jo- 

lt. 24,  line  9  for  jLl^ll  read  JUl^l 

(a  village  of  Nishapur  ?) 
(Karimi  corrects  many  unpointed  names  in  a  similar  fashion) 
p.  25,  line  10  for  <«-.>jly«a;  read  l>^^j\j.^ji{j^^j) 

p.  27,  1.  12  for  aUI  Jc  J\J^[  read  oUl  J^l  J  l^=^l 

p.  29,  line  4  for  a,^->.  read  <- j^ 

p.  29,  line  7  for  ^j^^l  read  ^jy^\ 

p.  29,  line  12  for  -uk)  read  *ii. 

p.  29,  line  13  for  ^^  read  ^jo, 

p.  29,  line  14  for  J^  read  J^^ 

p.  29,  last  line  for  jU^lllLa^y  read  jb^-^llUU^y 

p.  34,  line  10  for  oj*i>.  read  oj>c1a 

p.  35,  line  17  Poetry,  not  prose,  so  to  be  read  according  to  H.  A.  Mahfuz: 

p.  35,  line  3  from  bottom  for  jl^ 
p.  35,  last  line  for  ^^" 

p.  36,  line  4  for  ^Ijli 

p.  37,  line  13  for  J» 

line  13  for  »Li 

line  15  ei 

passim  for  j^\ 
p.  39.  line  4  for  J'jS'L 
p.  39,  line  10  for  la--A, 
p.  39,  line  6  from  bottom  for  ^y^l^)' 
p.  40,  line  8  for  oj^ 
p.  40,  line  7  from  bottom  for  «-.*^l 
p.  44,  line  3  for  \j\jt- 


read  1  Ji  ^»c 

read  r^^" 
read  **oll» 

read  U» 

read  c^ 

read  _;^l 
read  Sj^\ 

read  la — i. 

read  ,_^.l^^) 
read  «_^ 
read  ^-il 

read  *.j-uaj: 
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p.  47,  line  4  for  ^^1  read 

p.  48.  line  3  is  a  verse;  for  ^1  read  ?^\ 

and  for  f/*^  read  t^=*^ 

p.  48,  line  4  for  \,y^^i^  read  \^t»- 

p.  51,  line  3  from  bottom  for  oii,  read  J^ 

p.  55,  line  10  for  ^^ /Bl  read  ^jS\^\ 

p.  67,  line  2  for  ^j_yi  read  t'^jj 

p.  67,  line  5  for  ^u  read  j/' 

p.  67,  line  6  before  b^l  insert  Ui 

p.  67,  line  9  from  bottom  after  ^1  insert  <Jl 

p.  70,  line  9  for  Jl»  read  Jii 

p.  70,  line  10  for  U  read  U 

p.  70,  line  12  for  j^oa  read  ^ 

p.  70,  line  15  for  ^  read  ^ 

p.  71,  line  5  from  bottom  for  jlil  read  Jl»li-1  (probably  a  local 

village) 
p.  73,  line  4  from  bottom  for  j>j-I  read  a* I 

p.  74,  the  first  two  lines  are  poetr}'.  In  line  2  read  ^  for  jf  and  ^^  for  ^^ 
p.  75  line  12,  after  ^jL^ycj.'^y^  a  line  has  been  omitted;  add: 

"^y^.  Cf.^-^^y.  '»-^^^"  »_r^l>''  ct"^  v*. 

p.  77,  line  2  for  <^j5Ct«  read  ^y.^ 

p.  79,  line  9  from  bottom  for  ^Jls  read  JJli 

p.  81  last  line  for  ^,...^J1  read  ,_5-7:«=-'l 

p.  82,  line  9  for  ^\^\  read  ^..LJl 

p.  83,  line  1 1  the  name  is  ^'^.J'  the  Sogdian  ruler  of  Panjikant.  and  all 

of  Karlmi's  j,^  should  be  read^y^ 
p.  83,  line  13  after  j^  several  words  are  omitted;  for  a»it^  read  j.j^j.l,^\ 
p.  86,  line  5  from  bottom  for  ^-'^'1  read  oi^'^j^*-)-^!  ^-^JX" 

p.  87,  line  3  for  ^j'^j  read  |^j  aLjj 

p.  87,  lines  9-11  are  poetry;  for  -^1  read  .^1 

After  .jLl'I  Karlml  has  omitted  ^r-^i-'  <luii  ^  Cj*  -i  ^^^ 
p.  87,  line  12  for  ^  ^^  y}  read  ^  J*_j>.l 

p,  93,  line  7  from  bottom  for  U:.  read  Uj 

p.  102,  line  5  for  ^.ji-l  and  ^y  read  .Jj  :_^\ 

p.  102,  line  7  from  bottom  for  o-jI  read  alJl 

and  for  *^j-^^_  read  <c^„^ 

line  5  from  bottom  for  -1^^  read  .Ijj 
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p.  Ill,  line  1  before  Uj  add  ooLiJl  ^  The  first  two  lines  are  poetry. 

p.  11 1 ,  line  2  for  Jl  J  read  j\j  j 

p.  111.  line  2  for  ^ji"  read  ^^ 

and  for  JtJi  read  J*-^  . 

p.  1 13,  line  3  from  bottom  for  ^^hj^3  read  jy'jj^jl 

p.  131,  line  4  from  bottom  for  j,-  read  ^ 

p.  137,  Karimi  has  omitted  an  entire  paragraph  after  line  11  endingwith 
j^i^.  It  reads  as  follows : 
^L.1  ALjajjj  .j^.^  j'  ^yi  (Sj-^^  \  ^V'^*  i})^->  ^-'"  ^^'  f"^^  ^y  ^yj  <f^  f^' 

^■X)\^jiio\».* ^  lo^^yl  CyJLa  j!  (3  )*J  i_x-ll  tLc.l^  O)  a-i-  «jl^  -ua j  jJ—  .v_;L  o'jl  U-f-ij  i^^l  y>- 

^ jt>}  .j_j)  s-i^SC>  Jlc  :>!^  ^2^1  IJ.A    Uj  .jl  Jbol  ai-A;  ^^  JL.  ^ d^  J^'  j  •3jI  >^' 

p.  138,  lines  9  and  11  for  J-^J^^  read  J^j^-j 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  Prof.  Dr.  HeUmut  Ritter  for  starting  me 
on  this  work  so  long  ago.  I  also  wish  to  thank  Henry  Corbin  of  the  Iranian-  ' 
French  Institute  of  Tehran  who  offered  to  publish  the  first  manuscript  in 
the  series  of  texts  edited  by  him,  but  because  of  many  difficulties  it  was 
impossible  to  realize.  I  also  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Husain  'AH  Mahfuz  of 
Kadhimain,  Iraq,  for  a  number  of  suggestions,  especially  in  regard  to 
Arabic  poetry.  Several  films  were  made  of  all  three  manuscripts,  at  con- 
siderable effort  and  expense,  in  order  to  obtain  prints  which  could  be 
published.  I  wish  to  thank  Professor  Halil  Inalcik  of  Ankara,  for  a  film  of 
the  Ankara  manuscript,  and  Prof.  Dr.  Rudolf  Sellheim  of  Frankfurt  a/M 
for  sending  me  prints  of  the  same  manuscript  from  the  Ritter  film  col- 
lection. The  latter  are  the  prints  reproduced  here.  I  obtained  several  films 
of  the  first  manuscript  from  Bursa,  but  the  prints  reproduced  below  were 
made  from  a  film  secured  by  Dr.  Stanford  Shaw  in  1960.  Finally,  the 
Muntakhah  is  reproduced  from  prints  made  from  the  film  supplied  by  the 
Siilemaniye  library  in  Istanbul.  All  who  helped  in  securing  films  are  ^^ 
sincerely  thanked.  Finally,  the  technical  help  of  Mouton  &  Co.  was  in-  ', 
valuable.  It  is  hoped  that  these  texts  will  be  of  use  to  scholars  in  various 
fields. 

Cambridge,  Mass.  Richard  N.  Frye 


CORRECTED  READINGS  OF  THE  PERSIAN  TEXT 

55  a,  line  I  i^li-l  >-l  ij.  ^U-j-.l  -^-^  ^j;  <ul  o^ 

57  b,  line  I  j^  ^  ^a>.  ^y^-j  jl  AiiiUtjj  s>ifjv>.  u-^-- 

58  a,  line  I  ^\j  -ci  jljl  ^jU.  -t«l  j\jy\^,  o^>-  oij^,^  a-Ic  jl^^J  .-Cu^, 

59  b,  line  1  ^JhJ^.ji  jI^U;  j^z«  oj*  '-^■^^.  '-^jj;  c$y  ^^^  ■l/^^" 

60  b,  line  1  is^^  ■**.  '^^^  -sl-ol  ALliaj  ^llLa  olT^at-^j  .Li  «U  *;lr 
61b,  line  1  iS^j^  ^i-U  aat--«L^  I  j  ju«I  ^yj  jO»U  X\^j^  Jjj-^  ^^  •u)l  -uc_j 

62  a,  line  1  JC2   ^:;a }  ^l_;*-  JL«  J^_/>7.  j  a:jriax;»  lj'-''>^J  «^  V-^3j 

63  a,  line  1  ^^\S  ojs- ^  -^.j^ i  -^-^J.  J^  '^<^-^"  O"'"^  ''^'  l)^  ^^"  ^'  "^-^ 

63  b,  line  1  l_;=-l  ^■^*  j  ^x  ^-^  *-'"*"  "-'-y."^'  ^j^b  *^j-*J  -^^i  j^^'  ,r^ 
6-1  a,  line  1  Cy^  <>'^_  J-^  j'j  -^  a-^y  <*>-(j-«  j-j  A-^iO    ^l  a;j^_^  ajU.1  t5jL« 
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65  a,  line  1  J  ^^Ijjl  j_;i^  J  c^—  <9liij:>  cALj  jL.JU_j 
65  b,  line  1  a-j_-u^.  _>  j'j'^  ^SCLi^JjIj  a-,j  IjJ^L"  j_^  «slj  jIjJ  o|j_jJU 
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